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Allow me one word in illustration of this prophecy, and I will yield the place to the fair hands and the fair spirit whose presence on this occasion crowns the scene with a tender grace.
About two years before the establishment of "The Tribune," dating from the death of Hegel in 1831, and of Goethe in the following j'ear, the tendency of thought on the continent of Europe, which had been of an intensely ideal or spiritual character, began to assume an opposite direction.     Physical researches rapidly took precedence of metaphysical speculation. Positive science was inaugurated in the place of abstract philosophy.   The spiritual order was well-nigh eclipsed by the wonderful achievements of the material order.   A new dynasty arose which knew not Joseph, and the ancient names of Plato and Descartes and Leibnitz were dethroned by the stalwart host which took possession of the domain of physical science.   I need not rehearse the splendid discoveries which have signalized this period.    Such acquisitions to the treasury of  positive human  knowledge have never been made in an equal time in the history of thought.    More light has been thrown on the material conditions of our existence on earth than has been enjoyed before, since the morning-stars first sang together.    But the signs of the times indicate the commencement of a reaction.   The age accepts the results of physical research, but refuses to regard them as the limit of rational belief.  In resolving matter into molecules and molecules into atoms, the most illustrious cultivators of physical science cheerfully confess tha/